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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Letter  No.  619 
July  2,  195^ 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Eere's  a  nutshell  picture  of  the  upcoming  marketing  quota  refer- 


endum: 


On  July  23  "wheat  growers  will  vote  for  or  against  a  marketing  quota 
program  for  the  1955  crop. 

As  required  by  law,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  proclaimed 
■wheat  quotas  —  subject  to  a  grower  referendum.    At  least  two-thirds  of  the 
eligible  farmers  who  vote  must  approve  quotas  "before  they  can  he  put  into 
effect. 

IF  THE  VOTE  IS  YES  -- 

1.  Marketing  quotas  will  "be  in  effect  for  all  farms  where  the 
wheat  acreage  maturing  for  grain  is  more  than  15  acres. 

2.  Marketing  penalties  will  apply  to  all  "excess"  wheat  produced 
on  individual  farms. 

3.  Price  support  at  the  effective  level  will  he  available  to  all 
farmers  who  comply  with  their  wheat  acreage  allotments  --  if  they  also 
comply  vlfh  any  other  crop  allotments  and  total  acreage  allotments  estab- 
lished for  their  farms. 

IF  TEE  VOTE  IS  NO  -- 

1.  There  will  be  no  marketing,  quotas,  and  no  marketing  penalties 
on  "excess"  wheat. 

2.  Price  support,  under  legislative  provisions,  will  be  50  percent 
of  parity.  . 

3.  Any  producers  who  fail  to  comply  with  their  wheat  or  other  crop 
allotment,  or  with  a  total  acreage  allotment  if  one  is  established  for  their 
farms ;  will  not  be  eligible  for  price  supports. 

"fetch  for  . . . 

The  cotton  report  next.  Thursday  (July  8)  giving  the  first  picture 
of  195^  cotton  acreage.    And  the  general  crop  report  next  Friday  (July  9). 
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Crop  Insurance  Sales  Closed  Early  in  Some  States 

Due  to  the  unfavorable  crop  prospects  for  1955  winter  wheat  in  the 
area  plagued  "by  prolonged  drought  and  severe  wind  damage,  the  Federal  Crop 
Insurance  Corporation  is  closing  sales  campaigns  in  some  winter  wheat 
counties  more  than  six  weeks  early,    Charles  S»  Laidlaw,  Manager  of  the 
Corporation,  has  directed  that  no  applications  for  wheat  crop  insurance 
will  "be  taken  after  July  15  in  5  Kansas  counties,  three  Colorado  counties, 
two  New  Mexico  counties  and  one  Nebraska  county.    At  the  same  time,  he 
warned  that  sales  in  adjoining  counties  may  "be  "brought  to  an  abrupt  halt 
in  the  very  near  future       unless  crop  prospects  take  a  big  turn  for  the 
better. 

This  puts  into  effect  for  the  first  time,  a  policy  announced  to 
farmers  by  the  Corporation  some  months  ago.    Farmers  were  advised  that  they 
could  no  longer  rely  on  having  an  established  period  in  which  to  file 
applications  for  crop  insurance.    Under  the  new  policy,  sales  campaigns 
will  be  closed  early  in  counties  where  it  appears  that  the  insurance  risk 
on  the  crop  to  be  insured  is  unusually  high  due  to  adverse  weather  or  other 
conditions.    Farmers  who  have  continuing  policies  in  force  or  who  have 
applied  before  the  early  deadlines  will  have  the  full  protection  provided 
by  their  policies.    Federal  Crop  policies  insure  money  spent  to  produce  a 
crop  against  loss  from  the  many  production  hazards  beyond  the  farmer's 
control  such  as  weather,  insects  and  plant  diseases. 

The  Peek's  Insect  Eeport 

Grasshoppers  are  active  from  Idaho  to  Florida,  and  serious  enough 
to  warrant  control  efforts  in  many  western  and  midwestern  States, 

Garden  webworms  are  damaging  a  variety  of  field  crops  throughout 
Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Kansas. 

Cigarette  beetles,  a  pest  of  stored  tobacco,  are  getting  off  to 
a  fast  star"c  in  Worth  and  South  Carolina  warehouses.    Active  infestations 
were  noted  two  to  three  weeks  earlier  than  usual. 

Now  FAS  Administrator  is  Named 

An  Administrator  has  been  named,  for  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service.    He  is  William  G.  Lodwick,  an  Iowa  farmer  and  lawyer.    Up  to  now 
the  deputy  administrator,  Clayton  E.  Whipple,  has  been  acting  administra- 
tor.   He'll  continue  as  deputy  administrator. 

Since  1950,  Mr.  Lodwick  has  served  in  various  capacities  as  a 
consultant  on  foreign  agricultural  problems       in  Germany,  in  Brazil, 
and  in  Pakistan.    He  has  also  served  as  director  of  the  Iowa  Farm  Bureau, 
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Agricultural  Prices  Report 

Farm  prices  declined  k  percent  during  the  month  ending  June  15, 
as  a  result  of  the  sharp  decline  in  hog  prices  together  vith  lover  prices 
for  cattle,  commercial  vegetables  and  wheat.    Prices  for  potatoes,  several 
important  fruit  crops,  corn,  and  cotton  vers  up  a  little. 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  were  nearly  1  percent  "below  a  month  earlier, 
due  primarily  to  lover  feeder  livestock  prices.    Feed  prices  also  turned 
sharply  dovnvard,  and  prices  paid  for  most  groups  of  family  living  items 
vere  dovn  slightly.    With  farm  prices  dovn  more  than  prices  paid  "by  farmers, 
the  June  Parity  Ratio  declined  to  86,  the  lovest  ratio  since  March  19bl. 

Secretary  Benson  said  the  price  report  "does  not  indicate  a 
general  weakening  in  the  farm  price  structure..    We  are  entering  the  195^ 
marketing  season  vith  a  strong  consumer  demand.  ,  There  is  growing  stability 
in  the  economy  at  large.    Export  markets  have  shovn  strength  and  have 
"better  prospects  for  expanding  than  in  other  recent  years.    Some  price  de- 
clines at  harvest  time,  when  supplies  are  at  their  peak  for  the  season,  are 
to  he  expected. " 

Research  Notes  .  • .  . 

Spraying  a  barrier  of  the  insecticide  dieldrin  on  adjacent  fields 
of  small  grains  and  corn  or  sorghum  is  recommended  to  Midwestern  farmers  as 
a  timely  and  effective  way  of  preventing  damage  to  corn  or  sorghum  crops  by 
migrating  chinch  bugs.    This  is  in  a  nev  research  leaflet. 

Either  of  two  insecticides  DDT  or  pentachlorophenol  -  normally 

will  control  light  infestations  of  most  of  the  common  wood-boring  beetles 
that  infest  homes  and  buildings.    Fumigants  are  required  only  when  infesta- 
tions are  heavy,  according  to  a  new  USDA  leaflet. 

(For  A.M.  Release  July  8)...Nordan,  a  superior  new  variety  of 
crested  vheatgrass,  has  been  released  for  increase  to -Northern  Great  Plains 
seed  growers  by  the  USDA  and  the  North  Dakota  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station.    This  variety  is  adapted  to  the  Dakotas,  Montana,  eastern  Wyoming, 
and  northern  Nebraska.    It's  also  being  tested  in  the  intermountain  region 
farther  vest...  (For  A.M.  Release  July  8). 

Network  Farm  and.  Home  Shows  July  10 

NEC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  --  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  crop  report  story  from  USDA  vith 
Sterling  R.  (Bert)  Newell,  Chairman  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board. 

.ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  from  USDA.    Two  features:    A  crop  insurance  story  with  Charles  S. 
Laidlav,  Manager  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation.    And  a  land 
grant  college  feature  from  New  Mexico  A  and  M  College  vith  Cecil  Herrell, 
Extension  RFD,  doing  the  honors. 

CBS  Farm  News  vith  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EDT. 


Contract  .'.yarded  for  ICO  Million  Bushels  of  Storage  Capacity 


TJSDA  today  awarded  contracts  for  the  •  purchase,  by  CCC  of  grain 
storage  structures  with  a  capacity  of  approximately  100  million  bushels. 
^Iith  the  addition  of  this  capacity  and  the  100  million  bushels  of  capacity 
purchased  earlier  this  year,  CCC  will  have  apioro::imately  837  million 
"bushels  of  emergency  "bin  storage  capacity. 

Acquisition  of  this  emergency  storage  is  part  of  the  overall  pro- 
gram to  meet  storage  needs  for  the  huge  grain  and  oilseed  surpluses 
anticipated  this  summer  and  fall. 

State  Wheat  Allotments  Announced 

State  wheat  acreage  allotments  for  the  1955  crop  were  announced 
today  by  the  Department.    State  allotments  are  based  on  the  national  wheat 
acreage  allotment  of  55  million  acres.    We  mailed  you  the  State  breakdowns. 

Se  ere  t cry ' g  Spe e  c he  s 

Secretary  Benson  speaks  tomorrow  (July  3)  at  Port  Isabel,  Texas, 
and  next  Tuesday  (July  6)  at  Warsaw,  Indiana,  lie  have  mailed  you  both  of 
these  talks. 

Among  Ourselves. . . 

Homer  Martz  writes  from  Pittsburgh  of  KDKA's  Agricultural  Scholar- 
ship program  for  195^-55.    Chosen  for  the  program  were  Howard  Doster  of 
Ohio  State; University, 'Ed  Brown  of  West  Virginia  University,  and  Lee  Kummer, 
Pennsylvania  State  University.    Hummer  is  at  KDKA  now.    Sister  Station  WOWO 
at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  is  cooperating  by  hiring  Brown  for  the  summer.  Doster 
had  a  previous  commitment  for  summer  employment. 

In  New  York,  George  Eayee  has  taken  over  the  daily  Farm  NEWS  on 
WABC  Radio.    It  includes  farm  news  with  the  weather  report  and  a  brief 
rundown  of  headline  news,    George  also  disc- jockeys  and  reports  news. 

.  We  have  word  of  another  visual  aids  man  who  is  interested  in  jobs 
in  farm  TV  and  radio.    He  is. 23,  single,  and  holds  a  B.S.in  vocational 
agriculture  from  the  Texas  school.    Ee  taught  in  Texas  before  beginning 
work  on  his  M.S.  at  Icwa  State  College,    He  is  employed  by  the  Visual 
Instruction  Service  at  Ames. 


Cordially, 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


u.  s.  dephhkent  m 

::  ~  


July  9,  195^ 
Letter  No.  620 


A  corn  crop  of  3-3  Million  "bushels  --  the  second  largest  of  record 
is  now  in  prospect,  according  to  the  July  1  crop  report  issued  today. 

The  fourth  largest  volume  of  all  crops  is  now  expected  -  3  percent 
less  than  the  19*1-8  record  and  only  slightly  "below  the  1952  and  1953  crops. 
Wheat  and  cotton  acreages  were  reduced  sharply  under • Government  control 
programs,  "but  acreages  of  most  other  crops  were  increased  over  1953.  Farm- 
ers exceeded  their  planned  acreages  for  most  spring  crops. 

The  winter  wheat  crop  is  now  forecast  at  758  million  "bushels,  and 
the  spring  wheat  crop  at  230  million  "bushels.    The  all  wheat  total  of  988 
million  "bushels  is  11  million  "bushels  under  the  June  1  forecast. 

:A  record  oats  crop  of  over  1,5  "billion  "bushels  and  a  much-larger- 
than-average  "barley  crop  of  373  million  "bushels,  are  indicated.    A  "big  rye 
harvest;  a  small  "buckwheat  crop,  and  a  "big  rice  crop  are  forecast.  Oilseed 
production  will  "be  large,  with  prohahly  a  record  crop  of  soybeans. 

Growers  followed  rather  closely  the  provisions  of  the  production 
control  program  for  wheat.    Compared  with  1953,  planted  acreages  were 
smaller  "by  10.4  million  acres  of  winter  wheat,  nearly  a  half  million  of 
durum,  and  5.2  million  acres  of  other  spring  wheat,  a  total  reduction  of 
over  16.1  million  acres.    Other  reductions  included  .136,000.  acre's  for 
potatoes,  5>0G0  acres  of  sweetpotatoes  and  3-0 ,00C: acres  of  sugarcane. 
Acreage  increases  are  planned  for  most  other  crops , 

The  Cotton  Report  .  .  - 

The  acreage  of  cotton  in  cultivation  July  1  is  estimated  at  Just 
under  20  million  acres  --  21  percent  less  than  the  25.2  million  acres  in 
cultivation  a  year -earlier.    The  10 -year  average  is;  22. 4. million  acres. 

The  July  1' acreage  this  year :was  93  percent  of  the  195^  allotment 
of  21 A  million  acres. 
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New  TV"  Stock  Footage  Reel  on  Animal  Diseases 

We  expect  to  have  a  TV  stock  footage  reel  on  animal  diseases 
ready  for  distribution  in  less  than  two  weeks.    It's  a  reel  of  silent 
film  with  sequences  on  various  diseases.    It  will  "be  accompanied  by  a 
"background  statement  on  each  disease  covered  in  the  film. 

The  purpose  of  this  reel  is  to  provide  TV  farm  program  producers 
with  reference  visual  material  on  animal  diseases.    Its  primary  use  will 
"be  for  clipping  sequences  as  stories  on  the  various  diseases  develop.  The 
film  could  thus  "be  used  to  illustrate  a  number  of  different  kinds  of 
stories  on  these  diseases  —  new  outbreak,  progress  in  control,  a  story  on 
economic  importance,  etc.      In  addition,  the  reel  might  he  used  as  a 
feature  roundup  on  animal  diseases,  if  the  TFD  wishes. 

At  any  rate,  he  would  have  it  handy.  And  if,  for  example,  scrapie 
"broke  out  in  his  territory,  he  could  yank  out  the  section  on  scrapie  and  use 
it  in  covering"  his  local  story.     '  ; 

The  film  includes  sequences  on:    How  Livestock  Disease  is  Spread 
(an  animated  film  showing  the  speed  with  which  infectious  livestock 
diseases  can  spread  from  one  point  to  another,  and  thus  throughout  the 
country);  and  Symptoms,  Eow  Spread,  Treatment  and  Control  Measures  for  — 
vesicular  exanthema,  foot-and-mouth  disease,  scrapie,  "blue  tongue,  and 
avian  tuberculosis. 

This  reel  was  developed  to  test  the  idea.    If  it  proves  useful 
and  practical,  there  may  be  other  stock  footage  reels  on  other  disease 
and  other  •subjects .    This  one  is  offered  on  a  request  basis  to  farm  tele- 
casters.    Do  you  want  it? 

New  Standards  for  Youth  Labor  Program 

The  Labor  Department  has  just  issued  suggested  working  standards 
for  teen-agers  taking  summer  jobs  in  agriculture. 

"In  many  communities,"  Secretary  Mitchell  points  out,  "youths 
from  cities  and  towns  are  picked  up  in  trucks  or  school  buses  at  a  speci- 
fied place,  taken  to, the  fields  to  help  harvest  crops  and  returned  to  the 
assembly  point  at  the  end  of  the  day's  work.    This  is  known  as  a  youth 
day-haul  program.    It  is  one  means  of  meeting  farm  labor  needs  during 
school  vacation  periods." 

The  new.  standards  are  based  on  successful  experience  throughout 
the  country,  and  they  urge  careful  advance  planning  to  assure  sound 
policies  and  practices  for  the  selection  of  youth  and  supervisors.    It  maps 
out  arrangements  for  their  safe  transportation,  suitable  hours  of  work  and 
working  conditions  and  safe,  healthful  and  sanitary  practices  in  the  field. 

Watch  for  . . . 

Secretary  Benson  will  hold  a  news  conference  next  Tuesday  (July 
13)  at  2:30  p.m. 
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Farm  Census  to  "be  Taken  this  Fall 

.'  /.;■,.  .-.-This .  fall  Uncle  Sam.-vill  take  his, regular  five -year  census  of 
f arms,  and ■■-■farming  in  this  country.-  .  Every.' farmer  in  the  '3,000  counties 
will  be; asked  to  help  supply  the  information  needed  as  a  "benchmark  for 
our  crop  and  livestock  reporting  services  for.  the  next  five  years,  and 
for  many  other  important  uses. 

This  *5fc  Census  is  the  loth  of  the  series  starting' "back  in 
18^0.  •  Up  until  1920  the  farm  enumerations  were  made  every  ten  years/ 
"but  since  then  the  Bureau  of  the_  Census  has  gathered  fresh  facts  every, 
five  years.    These  five-year  checks  on-  how  farms,  and  farming- are  coming, 
along  used  to  "be  started  every  January  for  the,  previous  year*  But 
Congress  decided,.. to  reach  tenant  farmers  "before  they  moved  and.  to  take 
advantage  of  better;  weather  in  collecting  the  reports,  that  the  date 
should  "be  advanced  to  October  of  the  census  year.      ■  '  .  .- 

So,  starting  October  1st,  30,000  Census  enumerators  under  the 
leadership  of  about  2,200  crew  leaders  will  "begin  calling  at  each  farm 
to' collect  the  Questionnaires  that  the  U.  S.  Department'  "of  Commerce  will 
mail  to  each  farmer  "before  the  census  gets  under  way. 

Each  farmer;  will  "be  asked  ah  out  100  questions.    But  many  of 
them  can  be answered  "by  checking  "yes"  or  "no"  after  the  .question.  The 
questionnaires  will  vary  in  different  parts  of  the  country  according  to 
the  crops  grown  there. 

The  aim  is  to  get  as  complete  picture  of  farming  and  farm 
practices  and  equipment  as  possible.    Questions,  .of  course,  will  include 
the  age  and  race  of  the  farm  operators,  the  number  and  size  of  farms, 
tenure,  the  acreages  of  lands  in  various  uses,  crops,  and  livestock. 
Also  whether  the  farm  has  television,  food  freezer,  piped  running  water, 
tractor,  harvesting  machines,  automobile,  truck,,  and  other  facilities 
and  equipment.    Also. the  amount  of  labor  hire,  machine  hire,  food, 
fertilizer  and  lime,  gasoline  and  other  fuels  and  oil  used..' 

If  a  farmer  needs  any  help  in  filling  out  the  report  form,  the 
enumerator  will  give  that  help  when  he  comes  by  to  collect  the  question- 
naires.   U.  S.  Census • of ficials  say : these,  questionnaires  are  really  the 
foundation  for  the  entire  statistical  system  covering'  this  country's 
■  agriculture.    They  provide  the  information  used  not  only  "by  the.  Government 
in  farm  programs  but.  "by  farm  organizations  and  others  as  well.    So  remember 
this  fall  to  help  the  Census  help  you. 

USDA  to  Make  Dairy  Study  in  Europe 

The  Department  has  sent  a  dairy  specialist  to  Europe  to  conduct 
a  dairy  marketing  survey  there.    He  is  David  3.  Strobe 1  of  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service.    He'll  be  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Denmark,  Norway ^ 
Sweden,  Switzerland,  the  Netherlands,  Belgium  and  France. 
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Some  Questions  About  the  Diverted  Acre  Program  ....•' 

Since,  the  announcement  on  June  21  of  the  special  "diverted  acre" 
compliance  program  for  1955  crops/  folks  have  asked  for  further  clarifica- 
tion regarding  some  provisions  of  the  program.    Here  are  questions  on  three 
such  points,  with  the  answers.  . 

1.    Question:        There  is  a  difference  in  the  compliance  require- 
ments for  those  larger  farms,  where  more  than  10  acres  will  "be  diverted 
from  allotment  cyops  because  of  allotment  limitations,  and  the  smaller  farms 
where  .10  acres  or  less  will  be  diverted.    Does  the  cross -compliance  require- 
ment for  individual  crop  allotments  apply  to  the '  smaller'  farms  (10  acres  or 
less  diverted) ,  or  doe-s  price  support  eligibility  for  each  crop  depend  only 
on. compliance  with  the  allotment  for  that  crop?    In  other  words,  if  a 
producer  complies  with  an  individual  crop  allotment  (for  tobacco,  for  in- 
stance) is  he  eligible  for  price  support  cn  that  crop  even  if  he  exceeds 
some  other  crop  allotment? 

Answer:  --  All  producers,  regardless  of  the  number  of  acres  which 
will  be  diverted,  must  comply,  with  all  individual  crop  allotments  established 
for  their  farms  in  order  to  be  eligible  for  price  support  on  any  crop  pro- 
duced on  the  farm.    Larger  producers  (more  than  10  diverted  acres)  must 
also  comply  with  a  "total  acreage  allotment",  which  will  be  established  for 
their  farms,  in  order  to  be  eligible  for  price  support  on  any  crop.  The 
requirement  for  compliance  with  all  individual  crop  allotments  applies  to 
all  producers;  the  additional  "total  acreage  allotment"  requirement  applies 
only  to  those  who  will  divert  more  than  10  acres  from  allotment  crops. 

2*    Question:  --  Uhether  a  producer  has  "more  than  15  acres"  of 
wheat  for  harvest  from  his  farm  is  important  in  the  administration  of 
marketing  quota  programs.    Farmers  with  15  acres  or  less  are  not  subject  to 
marketing  quotas.    If  they  fail  to  comply  with  an  acreage  allotment  they  are 
not  subject  to  quota  penalties;  their  only  penalty  is  loss  of  price  support 
eligibility.    Does  this  mean  that  these  smaller  farms  are  also  exempt  from 
the  "cross -compliance "  requirements ,  as  far  as  wheat  allotments  are  concerned, 
as  a  condition  for  price  support  eligibility  on  other  crops? 

Answer:        No.    The  "cross -compliance"  requirement  for  price 
support'  eligibility  remains  in  effect  for  farms  with  wheat  acreage  allot- 
ments of  15  acres  or  less.    To  be  eligible  for  price  support  on  any  crop, 
a  producer  must  comply  with  his  wheat  acreage  allotment  regardless  of  its 
size  --  as  well  as  with  all  other  allotments  assigned  to  his  farm.    The  15 
acre  "breaking  point"  applies  to  marketing  quotas  but  not  to  allotments,  and 
diverted  acre  compliance  is  based  on  allotments, 

3.    Question:  --  Can  a  farmer  plant  the  acres  he  must  divert  from 
an  allotment  crop  to  any  other  crops  he  wishes  without  losing  his  price 
support  eligibility,  if  the  "other  crops"  are  not  also  under  allotments? 
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Answer:       This  depends  partly  on  the  size  of  the  farm  opera- 
tions.   If  crop  acreage  allotments  will  require  the  diversion  -of  not  more 
than  10  acres  on  the  farm  in  ..155$',  the  producer  can  plant  his  diverted 
acres  as  "he.  wishes  without  .losing  price  support  eligibility       provided  . 
he  does  not  exceed  any  individual  crop  acreage  allotment. 

If  allotments'  will  call  for  the  diversion  of  more  than  10  acres , 
the'  producer  must  stay  within  a  "total  acreage  allotment"  which  will  he  ' 
established  for  his  farm.--  as  well  as  within  all  his  individual  crop 
acreage  allotments.    Eis  total  acreage  allotment  will  include  his  indi- . 
vidua!  crop  acreage  allotments  for  1955,  plus  his  1953  acreage  of  all 
other  crops  (except "hay,  cover  crops,  green  manure  crops,  pasture,  summer 
fallow,  and  idle  cropland).    This  means  that  the  total  acreage  allotment 
will  be  smaller  than  the  acreage  of  all  "market  crops"  on  the  farm  in  the 
base  period..  '  It  will,  be  smaller  by  the  amount  of  acres  diverted  from 
allotment  crops.    This  'reduot ion  --  the  equivalent  of  the  acreage  taken 
out  of  allotment  crops  —  Trill  have  to  go  over  into  "grass  and  related 
uses"  if  the  producer  is  to  be  in. compliance  with  his  total  acreage 
allotment,  and  therefore  eligible  for  price  supports. 

-As. long 'as  a  producer  stays  within  his  total  acreage  allotment, 
and  complies  with  the  individual  crop  allotments  which  are  part  of  this 
total,  he  is  free  to  plant  any  crops,  he  wishes  within  this  over-all  limita 
tion.       ....  ..."  .  "'.'"•'"• ..         7  ,    ''.  • 


Especially  for  the  ladies  ... 

A  few  weeks  ago,  we  mentioned  the  problems  the  British  have 
encountered  in  setting  up  broadcasting  services  in  Africa.  Here's 
another  note,  along  that  line; 

Zanzibar  Protectorate  in  East  Africa  has  a  small  government 
service,  broadcasting  for  one  hour  a  day. In  1951'when  the  station  first 
went- on  the  - air- there  was  some  opposition  to  having  women  participate  in 
the  program.    This  has  gradually- been  overcome  with  the1  aid  of  talks  by" 
influential  Sheikhs  who  point  out  that  Islam  does  not  forbid  women  to  give 
advice  which  would  add  to  the  knowledge  of  the  people.    Now  Arab  women 
speak  on  welfare  and  maternity  work,  religion  and  other  subjects. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  July  17 

NBC  National  F.,rm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    A  feature  on  the  Columbia,  S.  C.  State 
Farmers  Market. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  USDA  feature  from  Beltsville  on  the  latest 
expansible  house.    A  land-grant  college  feature  from  Colorado  A  and  M  College. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EDT. 
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Anong  Ourselves  .,, . 

Alice  Skelsey  of  our  television  unit  goes  on  a  year's  leave  of 
ahsence  "beginning  at  the  end  of  next  week,    Alice  has  heen  part  of  our 
staff  for  four  years,  and  has  done  yeoman's  "work  in  the  development  of 
our  TV  operation.    Eer  principal  responsibility  has  "been  our  television 
research.    In  tfre  spring  of  1953  she  worked  with  Bob  Crom  on  the  research 
that  led  to.,  the  setting  up  of  the  present  farm  TV  package  service  a  year 
ago.    Her  most,  recent  efforts  have  "been  an  experimental  TV  package  series 
with  consumer  type  information  for  a  more  general  audience,  and  a  stock 
footage  reel  on  animal  diseases.    She'll  he  at  her  home  at  9536  Murray 
Lane,  Falls  Church,  Va. 

I  (Ken)  leave  oyer  the  weekend  for  East  Lansing  and  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Agricultural  College  Editors.  Jules 
Renaud  of  this  office  will, also  he  attending  that  meeting. 


Sincerely, 


Enclosures: 

Wheat  Marketing  Quotas  Questions 

and  Answers 
Wheat  Quota  Fact  Leaflet 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Eadio  and  Television  Service 


P.S.    We  mailed  you  announcements  of  the  1955  Agricultural  Conservation 
Program  and  a  new  field  research  program  on  meat  type  hogs,  and  a  summary 
of  dairy  support  purchases  and  uses  in  June, 
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Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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OF  MtflCUlTUfcE  \ 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


July  .16,  195^ 
Letter  No.  621 


This  week  Department  scientists  "began  intensive  studies  at  the 
Plum  Island  Animal  Disease  Laboratory  --  two  years  ahead  of  schedule  -- 
to  learn  more  about  some  of  the  most  destructive  diseases  known  in  live- 
stock.   They  are  studying  diseases  caused  by  the  vesicular  viruses,  among 
them  foot-and-mouth  disease. 

The  research  is  in  facilities  made  available  "by  the  Army  Chemi- 
cal Corps  of  the  Department  of  Defense  on  Plum  Island,  off  the  northeastern 
point  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y.    An  Army  Post  for  more  than  50  years  —  the 
island  is  three  miles  long  and  one  mile  wide.    It  was  chosen  for  the  re- 
search because  it  lends  itself  to  the  rigid  safety  measures  that  will  be 
required  for  the  studies.    Careful  and  detailed  procedures  have  "been 
worked  out  to  make  this  one  of  the  most  isolated  and  secure  laboratories 
in  the  world. 


The  scientists  are  conducting  the  research  in  a  rehabilitated 
building  originally  constructed  for  defense  purposes.    It  was  made  avail- 
able to  the  Department  under  a  use  permit.    Security  measures  provided 
for  in  this  laboratory  are  the  equal  of  those  planned  for  the  main 
laboratory  on  which  construction  is  just  beginning. 

Use  of  the  existing  buildings  on  Plum  Island  has  pushed  the 
beginning  of  the  animal  disease  research  about  two  years  ahead  of  the 
original  schedule.    However,  the  work  will  not  reach  full  scale  until 
the  new  laboratory  is  completed  --  in  about  18  months.    The  researchers 
will  direct  their  studies  toward  a  number  of  objectives  --  including 
improvements  in  methods  of  diagnosis,  how  the  viruses  are  passed  from  one 
animal  to  another,  development  of  more  effective  vaccines,  and  such 
fundamentals  as  the  chemical  and  physical  properties  of  viruses. 

469  Million  Bushels  of  1953 -Crop  Corn  Under  Price  Support 

Farmers  put  k69  million  bushels  of  1953 -crop  corn  under  price 
support  loans  and  purchase  agreements  through  June  15,  195^.    This  is  an 
increase  of  62  million  bushels  over  the  May  15  total,  and  million 
bushels  over  the  1952-com  total  on  June  15  of  last  year.    Of  the  total 
under  price  support  this  year,  365  million  bushels  are  under  farm-stored 
loans . 
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Last  Reminder  of  the  Wheat  Referendum  Next  Friday 

This  is  our  last  chance  to  remind  you  to  remind  wheat  farmers  of 
the  wheat  quota  referendum  next  Friday,  July  23.    Any  farmer  who  expects 
to  have  15  acres  or  more  of  wheat  for  harvest  as  grain  in  1955  is  eligible 
to  vote. 

Questions  about  the  possible  levels  of  support  are  being  asked 
in  many  areas.    It  is  not  possible  at  this  time  to  determine  the  specific 
support  levels  for  the  1955  wheat  crop.    The  necessary  legislative  basis 
for  administrative  action  has  not  yet  been  completed.    But  following  are 
the  overall  probabilities  and  the  general  price  support  levels  involved: 

If  two-thirds  or  more  of  the  wheat  producers  who  vote  in  the 
referendum  approve  the  proposed  marketing  quotas,  and  they  are  to  be  in 
effect  next  year,  it  now  seems  evident  that  the  price  support  for  the  1955 
crop  will  be  somewhere  between  90  and  75  percent  of  parity  for  those  who 
comply  with  allotments.    If  less  than  two-thirds  of  those  who  vote  approve 
the  quota  program,  and  quotas  and  quota  penalties  are  not  in  effect  for 
1955>  "the  available  price  support  for  cooperators  would  of  course  be  at 
50  percent  of  parity  under  legislative  provisions.     (We've  explained  in 
earlier  Letters  the  controls  involved  in  the  quota  program. ) 

The  Grasshopper  Story 

The  grasshopper  is  in  the  news  in  17  States.    This  week's  coopera- 
tive economic  insect  report  tells  of  outbreaks  from  Pennsylvania  to  Wyoming 
and  New  Mexico. 

In  Texas ,  the  hoppers  have  moved  from  drought  stricken  pastures 
to  cotton.    In  Oklahoma,  they  have  destroyed  as  many  as  10  rows  of  cotton 
in  half-mile  lengths.    In  Kansas ,  they  are  causing  severe  damage  to  alfalfa 
and  corn  in  certain  areas.    In  Nebraska,  many  eastern  counties  report  kO 
to  50  hoppers  per  square  yard.    In  Utah,  the  count  reached  one  hundred  in 
Iron  and  Cache  Counties. 

Ranchers  have  joined  forces  with  State  and  Federal  agencies  to 
conduct  county-wide  spray  programs  in  States  where  rangeland  hoppers  are  a 
serious  threat.    One  of  the  most  widespread  campaigns  is  in  progress  in 
Colorado  where  some  250  thousand  acres  are  being  sprayed. 

The  Farm  Labor  Situation 

The  farm  labor  picture  in  mid-summer  shows  that  once  again  it 
is  taking  fewer  farm  workers  than  the  year  before  to  care  for  and  harvest 
this  nation's  crops.    It  shows  also  that  the  proportion  of  hired  labor  to 
farm  family  workers  continues  to  grow. 

The  most  recent  survey  shows  a  little  more  than  9±  million  people 
at  work  on  farms.    That's  lU2  thousand  fewer  than  the  number  employed  at 
the  same  time  in  1953 • 

Farm  operators  and  their  families  --  about  7  million  --  make  up 
the  main  part  of  the  farm  labor  force.    But  this  year  their  number  has  dropped 
by  more  than  200  thousand  workers,  while  the  number  of  hired  workers  has 
Increased  by  nearly  70  thousand. 
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Surplus  Disposal  Bill  Hailed  as  Important  Step 


Secretary  Benson  this  week  called  the  new  surplus  disposal  hill 
"one  of  our  most  important  steps  toward  putting  the  Nation's  surplus 
commodities  to  constructive  use."    The  hill  --  for  disposal  of  surplus 
commodities  over  the  next  three  years  --  was  signed  into  law  hy  the 
President  last  Saturday. 

One  major  provision  authorizes  agreements  with  friendly  countries 
for  the  sale  of  surplus  farm  commodities  for  foreign  currencies  in  such  a 
way  as  to  expand  market  demand  abroad  and  to  implement  U.S.  foreign  policy. 
An  appropriation  up  to  $700  million  is  authorized  to  reimburse  the  CCC. 

The  foreign  currencies  accruing  under  the  program  may  be  used 
for  (1)  development  of  new  markets  for  U.S.  farm  commodities;  (2)  purchase 
of  strategic  and  critical  materials;  (3)  procurement  of  military  equipment, 
and  defense  materials,  facilities  and  services;  (h)  financing  the  purchase 
of  goods  or  services  for  other  friendly  countries;  (5)  promotion  of  inter- 
national economic  development  and  trade;   (6)  payment  of  U.S.  obligations 
abroad;  (7)  loans  to  promote  multilateral  trade  and  economic  development; 
and  (8)  financing  international  educational  exchange  activities.  Also, 
total  expenditures  of  $300  million  were  authorized  in  famine  relief  pro- 
grams, making  the  bill's  total  authorization  one  billion  dollars. 

Agricultural  Situation  Eeviews  Market  News  Service  '-' 

From  the  July  issue  of  Agricultural  Situation  magazine: 

"More  than  1,^00  radio  stations  and  about  1,200  daily  newspapers 
carry  market  news  regularly. . .  Through  these  various  methods  of  communica- 
tion, market  reports  now  are  available  dailjr  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States.    Market  news  has  been  proved  to  be  one  of  the  favorite  topics  for 
farmer  reading  and  listening.    Nearly  all  radio  surveys  of  farmer 
preferences  have  shown  that  it  is  one  of  the  top  programs  along  with 
weather  forecasts  and  general  news.    Farmers  use  this  method  of  keeping 
posted  on  their  markets  as  a  means  of  obtaining  better  prices  for  what 
they  have  to  sell. 

"When  you  have  hogs  or  wheat  --  cotton,  potatoes,  or  eggs  -- 
ready  for  market,  you  want  to  know  how  prices  are  running  and  where  is 
the  best  place  to  ship  them.    A  check  by  radio  will  bring  this  information 
quickly  from  one  or  more  nearby  markets.    Many  farmers  now  obtain  early 
morning  reports  of  market  trends  as  soon  as  they  have  their  produce  loaded 
and  then  ship  to  the  market  that  seems  likely  to  have  the  highest  prices 
for  the  day." 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  July  2k 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.     "Farm  to  Live  and  Live  to  Farm,"  a 
feature  from  the  Washington,  D.  C,  kickoff  luncheon  for  Farm  Safety  Week. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  farm  safety  feature  from  Chicago  with  ly&ynard 
Coe  of  the  Nat'l  Safety  Council.    A  Land -Grant  College  feature  from  Iowa 
with  Dale  Williams, 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EDT. 
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Secretary's  News  Conference  Monday 

Secretary  Benson  will  hold  a  news  conference  Monday  at  10:30  a.m. 
His  news  conference  this  week  was  cancelled. 

Among  Ourselves. . . 

The  delegation  to  AAACE  was  drifting  hack  into  town  today, 
reporting  a  good  meeting  at  East  Lansing.    It  was  the  largest  AAACE  meeting 
in  the  history  of  the  organization,  with  ahout  300  registrations.  Jack 
Jackson,  NATRFD  President,  was  there  for  part  of  the  meeting.    He  appeared 
on  the  last  half  day  of  the  program  and  gave  a  whale  of  a  good  talk,  "by  all 
counts. 


Farm  broadcasters  came  in  for  their  share  of  attention.    It  was 
recognized  that  one  of  the  main  problems  of  the  present  and  near  future  is 
the  development  of  more  materials  for  farm  and  home  television  people 
without  handicapping  radio. 

Bill  Ward  of  Cornell  was  elected  president  of  AAACE,  Joe  McClelland 
of  Arizona  vice  president,  and  Oley  Oleson  of  Massachusetts  secretary- 
treasurer.    Two  new  directors  were  elected       Fletcher  Sweet  of  Tennessee, 
for  the  Southern  District,  and  Jack  Spaven  of  Vermont,  for  the  Eastern 
District.    The  western  director,  Bill  Calkins  of  California,  holds  over. 

Ted  Hyman  of  North  Carolina  stopped  in  for  a  short  time  this 
afternoon  between  planes,  on  his  way  home  from  Ed.st  Lansing.    He  reports 
that  the  Tarheel  folks  are  getting  ready  to  Jump  into  television. 


Cordially, 

Enclosure:  )"U  >0  V^CwJ 

Grassland  Progress 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


P.S.    Representatives  of  the  Secretary  are  conferring  with  officials  of 
Western  States  on  the  drought  situation.    We're  mailing  you  a  story  on  it 
tonight. 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Dear  Farm  Director 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

*  July  23,  195^ 

cf^\ttJtfuRt  Letter  No.  622 


Bugs  are  in  the  news,  and  here  are  highlights  of  the  weekly  in- 
sect survey: 

European  corn  borer.    Indications  are  that  the  second  "brood  will 
he  very  heavy  in  South  Dakota  and  nay  he  heavy  in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin. 
In  South  Dakota  the  infestation  runs  near  100  percent  in  early  corn  in 
central  eastern  counties;  samples  indicate  an  average  of  5^3  borers  per 
100  plants. 

Army  worm.    Causing  scattered  heavy  damage  in  Minnesota. 
Scattered  damage  is  reported  from  South  Dakota,  and  the  threat  continues 
in  Wisconsin.    In  Minnesota,  very  heavy  infestation  and  severe  damage  are 
reported  in  the  east  central  and  ?.ed  River  Valley  areas.    In  South  Dakota, 
there  is  severe  damage  to  cats,  flax,  and  corn  in  scattered  locations  in 
10  or  15  southeastern  counties.    In  Wisconsin,  army  worms  are  building  up, 
and  are  rather  widespread;  thus  far,  damage  has  "been  mostly  to  com.  hut 
there  -rill  soon  he  a  serious  threat  to  small  grains. 

Grasshoppers.    Continue  abundant  in  most  alfalfa  fields  of  central 
and  southeastern  Kansas.    They  are  continuing  to  devour  large  quantities  of 
corn  and  are  causing  vast  destruction  to  this  crop  in  some  sections,  many 
fields  having  3  "to  1^  grasshoppers  per  plant.    In  Missouri,  grasshoppers 
continue  heavy  except  in  the  extreme  southeast;  they  are  moving  into  crops 
from  the  drought-stricken  pastures.    In  /Arkansas,  infestations  are  heavy  in 
some  local  areas,  with  considerable  damage  to  pastures  and  alfalfa.  In 
Indiana,  grasshoppers  are  abundant  in  many  areas,  more  so  than  in  a  number 
of  years.    Grasshopper  damage  is  also  reported  this  week  from  Nevada,  Idaho, 
Utah,  Wyoming,  Nehraska,  New  Mexico,  Illinois,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  and 
Virginia. 

Orchard  mites.    Continue  active  in  many  states. 

Pea  aphid.    Destructive  to  peas  in  areas  of  Washington  and  Oregon. 


The  population  remains  high  in  Minnesota. 

Potato  leaf  hopper.    Abundant  on  potatoes  and  alfalfa  in  Wisconsin 
and  Michigan. 


Beet  leaf  hopper.    Widespread  on  beets  and  tomatoes  in  the  west 
Texas  area. 
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Phosphorus  Insecticides  Studied  in  Grub  Control 

(Advance  for  PM  Release  July  29)... Search  for  a  safe  insecticide 
that  kills  cattle  grubs  when  infected  under  the  skin  or  fed  to  the  animal, 
has  moved  into  the  promising  field  of  organic  insecticides .  Scientists 
find  that  diazinon  given  "by  mouth  and  under  the  skin,  and  chlorthion  and  a 
dialkyl  phosphate  given  yearling  cattle  "by  mouth,  killed  cattle  grubs  for 
as  long  as  three  weeks  following  treatment, 

Aldrin,  dieldrin,  and  lindane       all  chlorinated  hydrocarbons 
had  previously  "been  found  to  kill  cattle  grubs  when  infected  into  cattle, 
but  this  was  the  first  successful  use  of  phosphorus  insecticides.    Yet  to 
"be  determined  are  what  toxic  effect  continued  use  of  the  ehemicals  will  have 
on  the  animals  and  whether  treatments  cause  accumulation  of  chemical 
residues  in  meat  or  milk. 

Reported  results  are  only  preliminary,  and  practical  use  is  a 
long  way  off.    The  work  was  done  at  the  USDA  Lab  in  Kerrville,  Tex... 
(Advance  for  PM  Release  July  29). 

Bids  Asked  on  Additional  ^0  million  Bushels  of  Bin  Storage 

The  Department  this  week  asked  for  bids  for  the  possible  sale  to 
the  CCC  of  up  to  50  million  bushels  of  additional  grain  storage  capacity  in 
bin- type  structures.    The  actual  quantity  to  be  purchased  within  this 
authorization  will  depend  on  the  effect  of  weather  conditions  on  the  final 
amount  of  grains  to  be  taken  over  under  the  1953  price  support  operation. 

Futures  Trading  in  1953 Fiscal  ^e;^ 

The  Commodity  Exchange  Authority,  which  regulates  futures  trading, 
reports  that  futures  trading  in  grains  and  fats  and  oils  continued  in  large 
volume  in  the  year  ended  June  3C .    Futures  trading  decreased  sharply  in 
cotton,  and  showed  mixed-  trends  in  other  commodities.    The  futures  volume  in 
all  grains,  including  soybeans,  was  lh,2  billion  bushels  --  an  increase  of 
8.6  percent  over  the  preceding  year. 

1955  AAACE  Meeting  to  be  in  Omaha 

George  Round  points  out  we  failed  to  mention  last  week  that  the 
1955  meeting  of  AAAC3  will  be  held  in  Omaha.    It  will  be  co-spcnsored  by 
Iowa,  South  Dakota  and  Nebraska.  .  " 

Flagging  Your  Attention  to. . . 

We've  mailed  you  stories  on  the  new  vaccine  for  bluetongue 
disease,  the  report  of  the  Turkey  Industry  Advisory  Committee,  a  new 
bulletin  on  aircraft  spraying  of  insecticides,  revisions  in  the  Packers 
and  Stockyards  Act,  chemical  extenders  for  insecticides,  and  a  couple  of 
drought  stories. 
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Farm  Exports  Continue  Upward  Trend 

U.  £.  fam  exports  totaled  $253  million  in  value  in  May  --an 
increase  of  1^-  percent  over  the  3222  million  in  May  1953,  the  Department 
reports.    Exports  for  the  period  July  1,  1953  -  May  31,  195k  totaled 
i>2,66k  million  in  value  --an  increase  of  2  percent  over  the  corresponding 
period  of  1952-53. 

Cotton  is  the  principal  commodity  supporting  the  rising  trend 
in  farm  exports  so  far  this  year.    The  active  movement  of  U.  S.  cotton 
abroad  since  January  has  "been  due  to  attractive  U.S.  prices,  record 
foreign  consumption,  low  stocks  in  consuming  countries,  and  depleted 
supplies  in  other  exporting  countries. 

Commodity  Eighlighto  from  the  Price  Situation 

Cattle  slaughter  in  prospect  the  rest  of  this  year  points  to 
prices  for  cattle  and  calves  averaging  close  to  those  of  the  last  half  of 
1953.    Prices  for  fed  cattle  may  he  fairly  stable ;  while  cattle  and  calves 
sold  off  grass  will  decline  seasonally. 

Corn  prices,  are  expected  co  hold  near  current  levels  this  summer, 
and  prohahly  will  he  high  relative  to  other  feed  grains  until  the  195^ 
crop  is  harvested. 

Output  of  commercial  vegetables  for  fresh  market  is  expected  to 
total  5  percent  larger  this  summer  than  last,  and  prices  are  expected  to 
he  somewhat  lower. 

Grower  prices  for  potatoes  in  the  remainder  of  195^  a^e  expected 
to  average  higher  than  the  relatively  low  levels  of  a  year  earlier. 

New  Cotton  Ginning  lab  at  Clemson 

The  Department  this  week  announced  the  location  of  a  new  cotton 
ginning  "branch  laboratory  for  the  southeast  at  Clemson,  S.C.,  for  coopera- 
tive research  with  the  State  experiment  stations  and  ginners  in  the  region. 
The  new  lah  was  provided  for  in  the  1955  Agricultural  Appropriation  Bill 
in  the  amount  of  $100,000. 

ITetwork  Farm  and  Home  Shows 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    Eighlights  from  the  Beltwide  Cotton 
Mechanization  Conference,  little  Sock,  Ark. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  feature  from  the  Beltwide  Cotton  Mechanization 
Conference  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.    A  Land-Grant  College  feature  from  Montana 
on  "Core  Testing  of  Wool"  with  Hub  White,  Ass't  Extension  Editor,  and  James 
Drummond,  Supervisor  of  the  Montana  Wool  Lah  at  Bozeman. 

CBS  F^rm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m. 

EDT. 
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Among  C ur s e  1  ye s...  '. 

From  our  "brother  RFD's  in  Canada  comes  word  that  Dave  Innes,  a 
native  of  Regina,  has  "been  appointed  farm  commentator  in  Saskatchewan,  "by 
the  Canadian  Broadcasting  .Corporation.    He'll  "be  located  in  the  Earner  Build- 
ing,. Legina,    F.  L. . Moore  was  appointed  regional  Commentator  for  the 
Prairies  earlier  this  year,  and  Jack  Trover  "became  Manitoba  Farm  Commen- 
tator at  the  same  time.    Moore  and  Trover  are  located  in  the  CBC  Building, 
Winnipeg,  ... 

Bryan  Phifer,  ,vho  has  been  Extension  EFD  at  the  University  of 
Missouri,  has  joined  Les  Schlup's  staff  in  the  Federal  Extension  Service 
in  Washington.    Boh  Chesnutt,  Alabama  Extension  editor,  is  here  for  a 
month  to  prepare  the  cooperative  extension  report  for  Congress. 

Frank  L.  Teuton  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Service  will  com- 
plete a  series  of  five  appearances  on  the  Home  Show  (HBC-TV)  next  Friday, 
July  30.    He  has  "been  dealing  mostly  with  the  results  of  utilization  re- 
search --  new  uses  for  farm  products. 

In  case  ve  didn't  mention  it  earlier,  Jack  Stratton  is  Harold 
Dedrick's  new  assistant  at  WKi  and  WKY-TV,  Oklahoma  City.    Jack  is  a 
native  Oklahoman  and  a  former  county  agent 

Sincerely, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 

Enclosures :  .... 
Garden  Facts 
Statistical  Summary 
Ag  Outlook  Digest 
US-FAO  Hews  Letter 
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From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

:"REfTT  i>trUHL  KutUIW 

AUG  12 1954  * 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


July  30,  195^ 
Letter  No.  623 


Announcement  came  from  the  White  House  this  week  that  feed  grains 
from  stocks  owned  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  will  he  made  available 
again  this  year  to  eligible  farmers  and  ranchers  in  designated  drought 
disaster  areas. 

The  special  feed  grain  program  will  supplement  the  cooperative 
Federal -State  hay  supply  program,  previously  announced,  and  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  loans  which  are  available  to  help  farmers  and  ranchers 
meet  their  credit  needs  in  the  drought  areas. 

County  farmer  committees  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  will 
certify  eligibility  of  drought-hit  farmers  to  participate  in  the  program. 
The  CCC  stocks  of  feed  grains  will  be  made  available,  on  such  certification, 
through  established  feed  dealers  in  the  drought  areas. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  recently  received  new  authority 
(under  the  Surplus  Disposal  Bill)  to  make  CCC-owned  commodities  available 
in  designated  disaster  areas.    The  program  will  be  carried  out  under  this 
broadened  authority,  and  in  accordance  with  the  intent  of  Congress  for  the 
use  of  surplus  supplies  in  disaster  areas. 


Details  of  the  feed  grain  program,  including  the  procedure  to  be 
followed  by  farmers  and  ranchers  in  applying  for  needed  supplies,  and  by 
feed  dealers  in  handling  their  participation  in  the  program,  are  being 
developed  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.    Corn  and  grain  sorghums  are 
expected  to  be  the  principal  feed  grains  available  under  the  program. 

The  President  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  are  keeping  in 
close  touch  with  the  drought  stricken  areas.    The  President  has  directed 
that  every  effort  be  made  to  provide  speedy  assistance  to  farmers  and 
ranchers  who  require  help  to  maintain  their  basic  livestock  herds. 

On-the-spot  representatives  from  the  Department  are  now  surveying 
the  entire  drought  areas  and  will  report  back  later  this  week  to  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.    The  Secretary  in  turn  will  make  immediate 
recommendations  to  the  President. 
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Drought  Assistance  in  Brief 

Briefly t  the  Federal  Government  is  aiding  drought  areas  as 

follows: 

1.  Assuming  cost  of  freight  for  hay  up  to  $10.00  a  ton. 

2.  Making  surplus  grains  availahle  for  qualified  farmers  in 
need  of  feed  to  maintain  "basic  herds. 

3.  Disaster  loans  to  farmers  of  drought  areas  unable  to  qualify 
for  credit  through  normal  commercial  channels. 

k.    Special  livestock  loans  for  livestock  producers  unable  to 
obtain  credit  from  commercial  savings. 

5.    Operating  loans  for  farmers  of  drought  area  to  buy  equip- 
ment, livestock,  fertilizer,  seed,  etc. 

The  Weekly  Insect  Survey 

Cotton  has  a  new  enemy  in  Texas.    It's  a  leaf  worm  (Acontia  dacia) . 
It  was  collected  in  Texas  cotton  in  1953 >  but  so  far  as  is  known  this  is 
the  first  year  that  injurious  infestations  have  occurred  in  cotton.  It 
is  causing  considerable  damage  in  south  central,  eastern  and  upper  coastal 
areas,  especially  in  Brazos ,  Burleson,  Robertson,  Wharton  and  Matagorda 
Counties.    It  is  causing  considerable  ragging  of  cotton  in  these  areas, 
and  over  5000  acres  have  been  treated.    This  leaf  worm  is  not  new  to  the 
U.S.  but  it's  new  in  its  damage  to  cotton. 

Grasshopper  infestations  continue  serious  in  Missouri,  Kansas, 
and  Utah.    Minnesota  reports  a  buildup,  and  damaging  populations  are  re- 
ported in  several  other  states,  including  New  Mexico,  Nebraska,  Texas, 
Arkansas,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

The  army  worm  is  active  in  New  Mexico,  New  York,  Wyoming,  and 
Colorado.     Infestations  continue  in  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota. 

Orchard  mites  are  becoming  a  problem  in  areas  over  the  country. 
Massachusetts  reports  a  buildup,  and  New  York  reports  a  problem  in  Orleans 
and  Wayne  Counties.     Other  states  affected  are  Indiana,  Michigan,  Missouri, 
Utah,  Idaho,  and  Washington. 

Agricultural  Prices  He port 

Farm  prices  declined  four-tenths  of  one  percent  during  the 
month  ending  July  15.    Prices  declined  for  beef  cattle,  hogs,  and 
deciduous  fruits  and  rose  for  commercial  vegetables,  milk,  wheat,  and  eggs. 

The  parity  index  of  prices  paid  was  down  almost  one  percent.  A 
drop  in  farm  production  costs  was  primarily  responsible.    Prices  paid  by 
farmers  for  family  living  items  rose  to  a  new  high.    With  both  farm  pri^n 
and  the  parity  index  both  down  slightly,  the  Parity  Ratio  rompined  at  88, 
the  same  as  in  June. 
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The  19^4  Lamb  Crop 

The  U.S.  lamb  crop  for  195^  totaled  20,170,000  head  -  3  percent 
more  than  the  number  raised  in  1953.    This  is  the  fourth  consecutive  year 
that  the  lamb  crop  has  shown  a  rise  over  the  preceding  year.    The  record 
low  lamb  crop  was  in  1950.    This  year's  crop  is  13  percent  above  195°,  "but 
still  10  percent  "below  the  10-year  average. 

The  "biggest  increase  came  in  the  West.    In  13  western  States 
(11  Western,  South  Dakota  and  Texas)  the  lamb  crop  is  k  percent  larger 
than  last  year,  while  in  the  native  States  it  is  1  percent  larger.  Texas, 
the  leading  sheep  State,  has  an  11  percent  larger  crop  than  in  1953. 

The  percentage  lamb  crop  this  year  is  9*J-       the  largest  on  record. 
(That's  the  number  of  lambs  saved  per  100  ewes  one  year  old  and  older  on 
January  1.)    The  percentage  last  year  was  90  and  the  10-year  average  was  87. 

Two  Hew  Potato  Varieties 

(Advance  for  P.M.  Release  August  5).., Two  new  varieties  of  high- 
yielding  and  disease -resisting  white  potatoes  have  "been  developed  "by  the 
USDA  and  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Experiment  Stations.    The  new  varieties 
are  Saco  (Sack-o)  and  Merrimack. 

Cooperating  certified  seed  producers  are  now  increasing  these 
new  potatoes.    Limited  quantities  of  seed  stock  will  "be  available  to  New 
England  growers  next  spring.    Saco  in  many  ways  is  superior  to  standard 
Maine  varieties,  and  Merrimack  is  ideally  suited  to  New  Hampshire.  Both 
can  be  grown  successfully  throughout  New  England ... (Advance  for  P.S.  Release 
August ) . 

Group  Plans  Strategy  Against  Rate 

A  small  group  met  here  a  few  days  ago  to  review  rodent  control 
problems  and  the  control  efforts  of  the  USDA,  Public  Health  Service,  the 
farm  organizations,  and  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 

The  pest  control  situation  was  revieired.    Then  there  was  discussion 
as  to  what  additional  steps  might  be  taken.    It  was  brought  out  that  with 
the  new  anti  coagulants  we  now  have  excellent  tools  with  widen  to  carry  out 
a  control  program.    But  killing  rats  is  not  enough  -  sanitation  measures 
need  to  be  adopted. 

A  small  committee  was  set  up  to  study  the  need  for  intensifying 
any  of  the  programs  now  being  carried  out.    Members  of  the  committee  in- 
clude Roy  Battles  of  the  National  Grange,  former  NARFD  President;  Wheeler 
McMillen,  Farm  Journal;  and  several  representatives  of  Government  agencies. 

Five  /area  Meetings  to  Boost  Use  of  Electricity 

A  program  to  step  up  the  use  of  electricity  in  rural  areas  was 
announced  this  week.    The  program  will  be  launched  at  a  series  of  five  area 
meetings  across  the  country  this  fall.    They'll  be  sponsored  by  the  Inter- 
Industry  Farm  Electric  Utilization  Council,  representing  rural  electric 
cooperatives,  electric  companies,  and  appliance  and  equipment  manuf acturers. 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  August  7 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    There'll  "be  a  USDA  feature  -  "How 
Agriculture  is  Benefitting  from  Atomic  Energy  Research." 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  P.m. 
EDT.    An  interview  with  Dr.  I.  C.  Haut,  Director  of  the  Experiment  Station, 
University  of  Maryland,  and  Mrs.  Howard  C.  Taylor.    They  will  discuss 
National  Vegetable  Growers  Ueek  and  Mid-Summer  Turkey  Time. 

Among  Our  selves. . . 

Harold  Schmitz  writes  from  St.  Joseph  that  he  has  a  new  assistant 
at  KFEQ  and  KFEQ-TV.    He's  Olin  Branstetter,  a  native  of  Oklahoma  and 
former  farm  director  at  KWHP,  Cushing,  Okla.    Smitty  says  they've  added  two 
daily  and  a  Sunday  farm  show  since  Olin  arrived,  and  will  expand  more. 

Stanley  Gaines,  who  handles  contacts  with  magazines  and  newspaper 
farm  editors  for  the  Office  of  Information,  just  got  hack  from  a  meeting  of 
the  American  Agricultural  Editors  Association  in  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco.    He  visited  with  some  30  or  ^0  farm  paper  editors  "between  here 
and  there  and  had  occasion  to  chat  with  a  number  of  farm  broadcasters, 
including  Ernie  \j.  Jorgenson  of  KXLY  Spokane,  Maynard  Speece  at  WCCO 
Minneapolis,  and  Roderick  Turribull  of  WDAF  Kansas  City  and  the  Kansas  City 
Star. 

Sincerely, 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


